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COVER ILLUSTRATION: At a time when the nation pauses to 
consider the ambiguities and ironies of the recent Persian Gulf 
War, it seems appropriate to consider popular attitudes toward 
the American soldier in another era. The motivations and 
behavior of the enlistee, historian Dale R. Steinhauer reminds 
us, m irror the way the nation and its political leaders regard its 
"citizen army." Political considerations fashion popular attitudes 
toward the military, and these in turn shape the soldiers' self- 
image. Antebellum attitudes toward the peacetime army implic­
itly encouraged desertion, and rewards such as those offered in 
this 1847 Bangor Whig and Courier advertisement failed to stem 
the tide.
